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Whitney was key 

to early business 

development 



In the fall of 1820. a 
young, energetic 
Yankee arrived 
in Green Bay 
from New r 
Hampshire 
with a stock 
of mer¬ 
chandise 
to make 
the settle¬ 
ment his 
home. His 
name: 

Daniel 
Whitney. 

Whitney im¬ 
mediately sup¬ 
plied local resi¬ 
dents and traders 
wdth goods, taking in 
exchange services in 
hauling flour, planks 
and mutton. 

On Jan. 1, he started for 
Detroit on foot, returning in 
the spring with a large 
quantity of merchandise 
that became the nucleus for 
what was soon to be the 
largest store w r est of Lake 
Michigan. 

Within a short time. Whit¬ 
ney’s men and goods ap¬ 
peared in every outpost in 
the sparsely settled region. 

He entered the fur trade and 
his boats became familiar 
sights on the Fox-Wisconsin 
rivers trade route. 

Besides numerous enter¬ 
prises he developed inland 
from Green Bay. he supplied 
goods for traders at Milwau¬ 
kee and Sault Ste. Marie and 
for the garrison at Fort 
Howard. 

By the mid-1820s Whitney 
was a permanent fixture at 
Green Bay. His many other 
interests outnumbered his 
holdings in the declining fur 
trade. His holdings in 
Brown County were as¬ 
sessed at $5,000, of which 
$750 was in the form of real 
estate. 

In 1827 Whitney brought 
from Buffalo to Green Bay 
$10,000 worth of goods 
packed in “barrels, boxes, 
pipes, hogshead, crates, 
tierces and kegs." according 
to Morgan L. Martin. Whit¬ 
ney’s attorney. 

At the time, civilian mer¬ 
cantile and social interest 
was centering around Fort 
Howard on the w r est bank of 
the Fox River. 

The importance of the 
garrison did not escape 
Whitney. 

In 1829 he platted the town 
of Navarino. 

Navarino included what 
today is the bulk of Green 
Bay’s east side downtown 
area, directly across the Fox 
River from Fort Howard. 

It was a low. swampy tract 
of land — scorned as a site 
for dwelling. 

For the first five years, 
sales of lots in Navarino 
were infrequent. 

Some were given away, 
others were sold at about 
$100 apiece. 

But the names of those 
who purchased land showed 
that the town was attracting 
professionals. 

They included the doctors 
Beaumont and Foot, the 
lawyers Martin. Baird and 
Doty, and the merchant F.F. 
Hamilton. 

Whitney also built a 
wharf, a large warehouse. 
Green Bay’s first hotel (the 
Washington House), a 
schoolhouse and housing for 
mechanics and laborers. 

He used his influence to 
bring an Episcopal church 
into the settlement. 

In 1833 the first newspaper 
published in Wisconsin — 
the Intelligencer — was is 


Daniel Whitney 



Throughout this year of 
Wisconsin’s Sesquicen- 
tennial cele¬ 
bration, the 
Press- 
Gazette 
will pub¬ 
lish a 
series of 
stories on 
local history. 

This feature, prepared 
with the assistance of the 
Brown County Historical 
Society, will appear on 
Mondays. 


sued from Navarino. 

The second land office in 
he state was located there. 
And there the rump council 
— the first legislative council 
in Wisconsin - met on Jan. 

1,1838. 

Whitney's career in many 
respects is representative of 
successful businessmen of 
his time. 

In 20 years he established 
himself in a half-dozen lines 
of business with branches 
extending the breadth of the 
state and was on his way to 
prosperity. 

He participated in every 
major industry of territori¬ 
al Wisconsin: fur trading, 
storekeeping, land specula¬ 
tion. lumbering, manufac¬ 
turing and transportation. 

In his private life. too. he 
followed the conventional 
pattern of the successful 
businessman in mid-Ameri¬ 
ca. 

The Whitneys were a part 
of a social circle that includ¬ 
ed the Martins, the Bairds, 
the Beaumonts, the Dotys. 
the officers at Fort Howard 
and the French patrician el¬ 
ement. 

Whitney was also a 
church vestryman, a W lug 
in politics and the first pres¬ 
ident of the Green Bay tem¬ 
perance society. 

Subscription lists show 
that he w : as a frequent and 
generous contributor to 
charity and worthy projects. 

He died in 1862. 


Condensed and edited from 
an article in the Wisconsin 
Magazine of History, pub 
lished by the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin. 






